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Abstract
Issues of quality in qualitative research
Currently the dimensions of qualitative research are very broad in terms of design, varying from ethnography at one end of the spectrum to grounded theory and evaluation at the other. These dimensions mean that Groups focusing on different kinds of research have developed different

expectations as to what rigour might look like from intuitive and flexible to precise and completely transparent. This address will explore current debates of rigour and quality with regard to qualitative research. In particular, a case study of challenges to quality and rigour in doing qualitative research in medicine will be explored from the viewpoint of a medical sociologist, working within a Department of Surgery as a qualitative research specialist.
